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Our dog, Mato (short for "Matroshka"), whose picture 
was in Dragon Ball Vol. 13, has died. She was 10 years 
old. She got kidney disease about six months ago. І 
devoted myself to taking her to the vet regularly for her 
subcutaneous fluid treatments, even when | had 
deadlines, even when І had а cold. Mato put up a good 
fight, but she just couldn't go on anymore. Our saving 
grace was the neighborhood vet, who showed such 
compassion in trying to help her. Thank you so much. 
—Akira Toriyama, 1995 


Widely known all over the world for his playful, innovative 
storytelling and humorous, distinctive art style, Dragon Ball 
creator Akira Toriyama is also known in his native Japan for 
the wildly popular Dr. Slump, his previous manga series 
about the adventures of a mad scientist and his android 
"daughter" His hit series Dragon Ball ran from 1984 to 
1995 in Shueisha's Weekly Shonen Jump magazine. He is 
also known for his design work on video games such as 
Dragon Warrior, Chrono Trigger and Tobal No. 1. His 
recent manga works include Cowa!, Kajika, Sand Land, 
Neko Majin, and a children's book, Toccio the Angel. He 
lives with his family in Japan. 
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THE MAIN CHARACTERS 


Son Goku was earth's greatest hero, and the Dragon Balls, 
which can grant any wish, were earth's greatest treasure. 
After many adventures, Goku finally died saving the world 
from the monstrous Cell, but he left behind two sons, Gohan 
and Goten. Now the earth has been invaded by a new enemy: 
Bobbidi the Warlock and his terrible servant, Boo the Djinn. 
Gohan was the first to challenge Boo, but he was defeated 
and spirited away to an alien planet by Kaiö-shin. Vegeta was 
the second to challenge Boo, and died. Now, Bobbidi and 
Boo rampage across the planet, in search of Piccolo, Goten 
and Trunks, the last living heroes who might be able to 
oppose them. But even though he's not alive, Goku is back 
from heaven with a special day pass... 

and he's ready to fight! 
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These title pages were used when these 

chapters of Dragon Ball Z were originally 

published in Japan from 1994 to 1995 in 
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IN THE NEXT VOLUME... 


Shorn of his last vestiges of goodness, 


the djinn Boo is now pure, undiluted 
evil! Only the heroes in Kami-sama's 
sky palace are sale from his 
wrath...but for how long? Inside the 
palace, Goten and Trunks merge into 
Super Gotenks, the only being in the 
world who might match Boo in raw 


power. But luckily there's more than 
one world. On a faraway planet, Gohan 
prepares for his turn to fight...to save 
the devastated earth before the planet 
itself is blown away! 
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You’re Reading in 
the Wrong Direction!! 


W... Guess what? You're starting at the 
wrong end of the comic! 

„105 true! In keeping with the original Japanese 
format, Akira Toriyama's world-famous Dragon Ball 2 
series is meant to be read from right to left, starting 
in the upper-right corner. 

Unlike English which is read from left to right, 
Japanese is read from right to left, meaning that 
action, sound effects and word-balloon order are 
completely reversed... something which can make 
readers unfamiliar with Japanese feel pretty back- 
wards themselves. For this reason, manga or 
Japanese comics published in the U.S. in English have traditionally been published 
“flopped” —that is, printed in exact reverse order, as though seen from the other side 
of a mirror. 

By flopping pages, U.S. publishers can avoid confusing readers, but the compro- 
mise is not without its downside. For one thing, a character in a flopped manga series 
who, in the original Japanese version, wore a T-shirt emblazoned with "M A Y" (as in 
"the merry month of") now wears one which reads "Y A M"! Additionally, many 
manga creators in Japan are themselves unhappy with the process, as some feel the 
mirror-imaging of their art skews their original intentions. 

In recognition of the importance and popularity of 
Dragon Ball Z, we are proud to bring it to you in the <... 
original ипйорред format. 

For now, though, tum to the other side of the book 
and let the adventure begin...! 


—Editor 
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Breaking free from his master 
Bobbidi, the rampaging Boo turns 
the entire world into his candy 
store! To fight back, Goku trans- 
forms into his strongest form yet, 
but the world’s only hope may lie 
in Trunks and Goten, the world's 
youngest and most promising 
fighters. Using an alien fusion 
technique, they attempt to merge 
_ together to form a single, even more 
powerful hero! Meanwhile, as Boo 
destroys city after city, the people 
of Earth call forth their secret 
weapon..the seemingly invincible 
(but actually incompetent) Hercule! 
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